
INHERITING THE TRADE
A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the 
Largest Slave Trading Dynasty in U.S. History

THOMAS NORMAN DEWOLF

In 2001, Thomas DeWolf discovered that he was related to the most successful slave-
trading family in U.S. history, responsible for transporting at least ten thousand
Africans. This is his memoir of the journey in which ten family members retraced
their ancestors’ steps through the notorious triangle trade route—from New England
to West Africa to Cuba—and uncovered the hidden history of New England and the
other northern states. 

“I cannot recommend it highly enough. The book is terrific.”
—Harry Smith, anchor, The Early Show, CBS

“Required reading for anyone interested in reconciliation.”
—Myrlie Evers-Williams, civil rights leader and coeditor of

The Autobiography of Medgar Evers

Thomas Norman DeWolf served on the Oregon Arts Commission for nine years and
as a local elected official for eleven. His years of public service focused on the arts,
literacy, children’s issues, and restorative justice. Tom and his wife, Lindi, live in
Oregon.

To learn more about Inheriting the Trade, visit www.inheritingthetrade.com. 

A Companion to the PBS/P.O.V. Documentary Traces of the Trade
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Special Sales Discounts
Organizations are eligible for discounts on bulk orders, which
may be resold at conferences, on your website, or otherwise
distributed to your members.

Affiliate Program
This program is a means for organizations with missions sim-
ilar to that of Beacon Press to offer books to their members at
a discount while receiving a portion of the proceeds from the
sales to promote their own work. 

Web Site Content
Inheriting the Trade can be featured on your web site. Possible
Web content could include an excerpt, blog post, or banner.

Thomas DeWolf as a Guest Speaker
To schedule Thomas DeWolf to speak at your university, con-
ference, or other event, contact Jennifer Carr at Borderline
Media: (718) 858-4885 or Jennifer@borderlinemedia.net

Additional Review Copies
Beacon will provide review copies for your organization’s
communications vehicles.

5 ways Inheriting the Trade can support your organization and mission

For more information, to receive a complimentary copy of Inheriting the Trade, or to discuss using it to further your
organization’s mission, please contact Kathryn Wyle, Sales and Marketing Associate at Beacon Press. 

kwyle@beacon.org / 617-948-6573.
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