The Tracing Center on Histories and Legacies of Slavery

The Crisis of Race from the History and 
Legacy of Slavery in New England

Post-Workshop Assessment 
1. Explain the role that slavery played in New England’s regional economy in the 17th-19th centuries, differentiating between the direct ownership of slaves, the slave trade, and economic relationships with slavery in other regions. Include in your discussion the relationship to slavery of elites, the working class, and consumers; connections between economic activity in colonial New England and slavery in the West Indies; the relationship between raw material production in the south and manufacturing in the north; and ways in which European immigrants in the 19th century benefitted from the impact of slavery.

2. How did slavery’s legacy play out in the privilege of white Americans and in prejudice against black Americans?

3. Reflect on the presence in your own life of one of the following issues: intentional racism, implicit racial bias, structural racism, or psychological racial baggage.
4. Read and respond to one of the following scenarios.  What would you do?  What issues would you be alert for, and how would you ensure that the situation was handled with sensitivity – before, during, and after?

· During a discussion of slavery with your predominately white class, all eyes focus on the one black student in the class.  Usually engaged in class discussions, he sinks down in his seat and does not participate during the slavery unit.
· During a discussion of slavery, a female Asian-American teacher with a class of mostly black students is told by her students that she doesn’t understand racism or discrimination because she’s not black and that, in fact, she’s closer to white.

5. Thinking about what you most want your students to understand about this history and utilizing the sample lesson plans provided in the workshop as a guide (or others you may have already developed, found or utilized), sketch an outline for how you will incorporate the information you learned in the workshop into your current curriculum.
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